Palo Alto Council

PIA

everychild. onevoice.”

February 10, 2025

To: School Board President Shana Segal, Board Trustees Josh Salecman, Alison Kamhi, Shounak
Dharap, and Rowena Chiu

From: Palo Alto Council of PTAs Executive Board
RE: Palo Alto Council of PTAs Executive Board Condemns Trustee Chiu’s Social Media Conduct
Dear Board Trustees,

We are writing to you today in regards to the actions of Board Trustee Rowena Chiu. National
PTA has adopted a Position Statement with its Expectations of Civility', which states that “PTA
can only achieve [its] mission through ongoing conversation, collaboration and partnership with
other interested parties within the education system ... to ensur(e) that (PTA) mission and
priorities are meaningfully advanced at the local, state, and national level.”

It is our duty, as stated in the National PTA Position Statement, to “take an active stand
opposing any attempts within their community to threaten, intimidate, and/or commit violence
against educators, students, school staff and administrators, parents, guardians, school boards,
community organizations, and policymakers with whom they disagree.”

Therefore, we condemn Trustee Chiu’s reposting of, and commenting on, an X/Twitter post that
contains an image and biographical details of a Black female PAUSD staff member. Additional
comments on this post contain racist, insulting and threatening language toward the staff
member.

We urge everyone in our school community, including Trustee Chiu, to model the consideration,
respect, and kindness we hope to instill in our students. Let us encourage respectful dialogue
and understanding.

Respectfully submitted,

Palo Alto Council of PTAs Executive Board

' Position Statement - Expectations of Civility.


https://www.pta.org/home/advocacy/ptas-positions/Individual-Position-Statements/position-statement-expectations-of-civility

